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FISCAL  YEAR  1989  REVALUATION 

State  law  requires  that  the  City  of  Boston  revalue 
all  property  at  its  full  and  fair  cash  value  every 
three  years . 

The  Assessing  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  has 
completed  the  FY  1989  revaluation  and  has  determined 
fair  cash  value  assessments  for  over  134,000  parcels 
of  property  located  in  the  City  of  Boston. 


HOW  ASSESSED  VALUES  ARE  DETERMINED 

The  new  assessed  values  represent  the  full  and  fair 
cash  value  of  the  property  on  January  I,  1988,  the 
assessment  date  for  the  FY  1989  tax  bill. 

Assessors  are  required  to  assess  all  property  at  its 
fair  cash  value,  the  amount  a  willing  buyer  would  pay 
to  a  willing  seller,  neither  party  under  compulsion 
to  buy  or  se 1 1 . 

Since  all  properties  are  not  sold  in  any  one  year, 
assessors  review  sales  transactions  during  the 
previous  calendar  year  to  estimate  the  value  of  all 
property  on  the  assessment  date. 

A  taxpayer  should  look  at  recent  sales  of  similar 
structures  in  the  neighborhood  and  compare  the 
features  of  these  properties  with  the  taxpayer's 
property . 


FACTORS  WHICH  AFFECT  FAIR  CASH  VALUE 

There  are  many  factors  which  affect  the  value  of  land 
and  bui 1 di  ngs . 

Factors  which  cause  an  increase  in  value  include 
structural  changes  (rehabilitation),  upgraded 
facilities  (new  kitchen),  neighborhood  or  locational 
factors  (close  transportation),  and  market  factors 
(housing  demand). 

Factors  which  may  cause  a  decrease  in  value  include 
fire  damage,  vandalism,  non-modern  facilities  (older 
heating  plant),  neighborhood  or  locational  factors 
(nearby  industrial  uses),  and  market  factors 
(decrease  in  housing  demand). 


The  percentage  change  in  each  proDerty  owner's 
assessed  value  will  differ  according  to  structure. 
locational  characteristics,  and  in  the  general  real 
estate  market.   In  a  revaluation,  there  is  no  uniform 
increase  or  decrease  factor  because  each  property  is 
affected  differently  by  the  above  factors. 

TAX  RATES  -  FY  1989 

The  following  tax  rates  have  been  certified  by  the 
Department  of  Revenue  for  the  City  of  Boston  (per 
thousand  dollars  of  value. 

Residential  $  7.97 

Commercial /Indust ria 1     $22.44 
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The  residential  exemption  is  available  to  homeowners 
who  occupied  the  property  as  their  principal  place  of 
residence  on  January  1.   Applications  for  residential 
exemption  must  be  filed  with  the  Assessing 
Information  Center  within  3  months  of  the  mailing  of 
the  tax  bill. 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT  YOUR  ASSESSMENT 

1.  Call  or  visit  the  Assessing  Information  Center, 
Assessing  Department,  Room  301,  City  Hall,  Boston, 
Mass.  (725-4287).   Indicate  your  concern  to  the 
Assessing  Information  representative. 

2.  If  you  still  have  concerns  after  speaking  to  the 
Assessing  Information  representative,  complete  and 
file  an  application  for  abatement  in  the  Assessing 
Information  Center  no  later  than  30  days  after  the 
date  the  tax  bill  is  mailed.   Application  forms  a>-e 
available  in  the  Assessing  Information  Center,  Room 
301,  City  Hall,  Monday  -  Friday  9:00  AM  to  5:00  PM . 


PROPERTY  TAX  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMS 

You  may  be  eligible  for  a  partial  exemption  1f  you 
are  ELDERLY  (over  the  age  of  70)  and  meet  certain 
financial  requirements,  VETERAN  (with  service 
connected  disability),  BLIND,  SURVIVING  SPOUSE,  or 
MINOR  CHILD  OF  DECEASED  PARENTS.   A  tax  deferral 
program  is  also  available  to  elderly  homeowners  (age 
65  or  over)  with  an  annual  income  less  than  $20,000. 

Applications  for  the  above  exemptions  must  be  filed 
within  3  months  of  the  mailing  of  the  tax  bill.   Call 
the  Assessing  Information  Center  for  further  details 
(725-4287). 

PAYMENT  OF  THE  TAX  BILL 

Pay  the  tax  indicated  on  the  tax  bill  by  the  date 
indicated,  whether  or  not  you  file  an  application  for 
abatement  or  exemption. 


QUESTIONS? 

Assessing  Information  Center  personnel  are  available 
to  assist  in  answering  any  questions  or  concerns 
about  your  property  tax  assessment.   Call  or  visit: 

The  Assessing  Information  Center 

Assessing  Department 

Room  301 ,  City  Ha  1 1 

Boston,  MA 

725-4287 

The  Assessing  Information  Center  is  open  from  9:00  AM 
to  5:00  PM,  Monday  -  Friday.   The  Center  will  be  open 
certain  evenings  during  the  tax  bill  period.   Call 
The  Assessing  Information  Center  for  the  schedule  of 
additional  hours. 
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